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NOTES AND COMMENTS 


WRITE TO YOUR CONGRESSMAN. 
To the Editors of The Fatherland. 

Dear Sir: In view of the rather remarkable policy pur- 
sued by a number of the New York newspapers of publish- 
ing any and all telegrams from England, France or Russia 
which contain ridiculous charges against the conduct of the 
war by the German troops, and their persistent attempts to 
place the German government and the German people in a 
false light before the American public, there is great danger 
that our National administration may be misled into taking 
steps which may tend to make it still more dimeult for 
Germany to maintain its national existence. Our officials 
at Washington are but human and they may be induced to 
believe that if they should favor the Slavs and their allies, 
at the expense of Germany, they would have the support of 
public opinion. 

As American citizens we desire no more than that all the 
belligerents should receive fair treatment, and as friends 
and admirers of Germany this is all that we would ask for, 
because Germany is quite able to take care of herscif; 
and when she prevails, in Spite of the onslaughts of numer- 
ically superior enemies, her glory will be so much the greater. 
We have the right, however, to insist that mo favors be 
shown to Germany's enemies, and we have also the right 
to insist that England shall not mislead this country into 
minimizing the dangers which will arise to the United States 
from the war, particularly with regard to Japanese aggres- 
ston. 
You could accomplish a great work if you induced all 
American citizens, who are friends of Germanic culture, to 
write to their representatives in Congress asking for fair 
play. One or two letters mean very little, but if letters by 
the tens of thousands arrive at Washington a profound im- 
pression will be produced there. It would be well for-our 
law makers and officials in Washington to realize that not 
everyone is misled by the despatches which come from 
England and from France, and which are obviously de- 
signed to create a strong prejudice against all things Ger- 
man. Fritz von Briesen. 


THE EMPEROR'S AMERICAN FRIENDS. 

To the Editors of The Fatherland. 

Dear Sirs: 

The other day a friend of mine called my attention to 
the fact that of all the prominent Anglo-Americans 
who have been the friends and guests of the German Em- 
Peror, and who have received many court favors, not one 
except John W. Burgess has taken the trouble to tell the truth 
about the emperor to the Amercan public. An article appear- 
ing in the American press by one of these men would contrib- 
ute more to enlighten the reading public than all the protests 
offered by the German-Americans. 

In my opinion, there is another fact which is even more 
extraordinary and deplorable, namely that nothing is heard 
from the many American professional men who received 
the best part of their education in Germany and owe their 
Positions in this country to the fact that they have studied 
in German institutions or other educational institutions, 
They do not scem to realize that, at the present time, they 
are given an opportunity to show their gratitude to Ger- 
many by defending her in the papers against the silly 
charges on the part of ignorant or malicious reporters 


editors, Is it not strange that they should have an anti- 
German spirit in spite of the fact that they owe so much to 
German culture? - All the efforts of the Germans and Ger- 
man-Americans to produce a better understanding beween 
the United States and Germany seem to háve been useless. 
Should the instruction of the exchange-professors not have 
furthered a better understanding of Germany in this re- 
spect? Have all the efforts of the Germanistic and other 
societies, has the many years’ faithful work of the teachers 
‘of German in this country all been in vain? Apparently 
anti-German feeling is so deep-seated in America that all 
these endeavors have been fruitless. There is only one hope 
left—the victory of the Germans over their numerous 
enemies, Then we shall find recognition, for “nothing suc- 
ceeds like success,” Yours very truly, 


Dr. Rudolf Tombo. 


AN IRISH-AMERICAN SON WRITES TO HIS 
FATHER. 


Dear Father: 


1 enclose two clippings which I hope will lead you to 
give the other side a fair consideration. We must not 
he misled by the newspapers; you would not let any New 
York newspaper fool you about American politics, so why 
let them do it about international polities? Anyone who has 
not closely followed international politics, and who was fot 
"on to” the position of the newspapers would easily 
be carried away by the flood of falsehood which they began 
to print at once; but I understand that the New York papers, 
like the Washington papers, are now printing at least some 
of the German news, and I hope you will carefully read and 
‘compare and weigh. 


For ten years the papers have been slandering Germany 
and the Kaiser, and have been booming England as the "'ad- 
vocate of Peace.” The reason was twofold: first, all Amer- 
ican newspaper foreign news (or 05 per cent) comes from 
English correspondents, Germany, though able to crush any 
two powers, has kept the peace for 43 years, longer than 
it has ever been kept in Europe before; while England has 
labored for nine years to crush Germany simply because 
German intelligence and enterprise were driving English 
commerce and manufacturers to the wall, Furthermore. 
the Russians, barbarous and led by a criminal government, 
are trying to over-run their more civilized neighbors. Now 
you know that the Germans are world-leaders in music, art, 
science, education, municipal government and state socialism, 
you know they are an intelligent, civilized people. Why 
then let the New York World (a’famous liar) impose on 
you the absurd-idea that these sturdy, intelligent people arc 
the victims of a tyrant? As a matter of fact the Kaiser is 
merely a constitutional monarch, no more powerful than 
the President. Furthermore the German people are unen- 
imously with the Kaiser. They know they are the victims 
of an English ‘conspiracy, and that the very existence of 
their civilization is threatened by the Russians. As to 
Servia, it is ‘a European Mexico;—savage, always stir- 
ring up trouble in Austria, sending bombs and 
into that country, and getting money to do this from Russia. 
It richly deserves to be chastised, 


Get the new magazine, “The Fatherland” or The Gaelic 
American (185 William Street) if you want to keep uP 


fairly with the German-Irish side of the war, Write sow- 


Jim. 
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HE New York Times evidently relies on the length 
of the German "white book" to act as a barrier 
its being read by its readers, as its editorial comments 
e in absolutely diametric contrast with the matter 
own in the document. A double-leaded editorial, like 
story told in glaring headlines, is much more prone to 
read by the busy reader than a circumstantial account 
f the diplomatic correspondence between Germany and 
tussia intended to explain the causes of the war. 
This correspondence bears out conclusively the im- 
lression formed from the fragmentary dispatches given 
jut in the early stages of the European tension, that 
tussia was secretly mobilizing her entire army and navy 
hile publicly hailing Emperor William's mediatory ef- 
ris with ardent expressions of gratitude. It shows that 
many was acting on Sir Edward Grey's peace plan, 
outlined in the German chancellor's telegram to the 
erman ambassador in London under date of July 27: 


am about his desire for peace in order to gain time in 
obilizing the Russian forces both on the Austrian and 
erman frontiers, and that France was making similar 
ilitary preparations against Germany. On July 20 
rince Troubetzki told the German Ambassador in St. 
‘etersburg that he thanked God for the Kaiser's appeal 


German “White Book" On the Causes of the War— 
‘Want to See. 


WHERE THE BLAME RESTS 


lanation Clear to All Save Those Who Do Not 


to the Czar and that it had made a deep impression on 
the latter, “but since mobilization against Austria had 
already been ordered, and as Sassonow had doubtless 
convinced his Majesty that it was no longer possible to 
recede, his Majesty the Czar unfortunately could do 
nothing to alter matters.” On July 31, the German 
Chancellor used these words in a telegram to the Ger- 
man ambassador at the Russian capital: 

“In spite of still pending negotiations, and though we 
ourselves have up to the present moment taken no meas- 
ure for mobilization, Russia has mobilized her entire 
army and navy—in other words, mobilized against us 
also.” 

‘Through the entire succession of telegrams between 
Germany and her representatives in Paris, St. Peters- 
burg and London is apparent the greatest anxiety on the 
part of the German Government to make all concerned 
understand that Austrian action against Servia was 
purely a local expedition, under every assurance that 
no territorial aggrandizement was contemplated, that 
Emperor William was doing all in his power to mediate 
between Austria and Russia, but that Russia, pretending 
to welcome the Kaiser's efforts, was secretly arming 
herself for the conflict, and France was doing likewise, 
before Germany had taken the first step to prepare for 
her own military defenses. 

"Would a "war lord," burning with lust for carnage 
and conquest, express himself as follows: (Telegram of 
Emperor William to the Czar, dated July 28): 

With the greatest disquietude I hear of the impression 
which Austria-Hungary’s action against Servia is making 
in your empire. The unscrupulous agitation which has gone 
on for years in Servia has led to the revolting crime of which 
‘Archduke Francis Ferdinand was the vicüm. The spirit 
which allowed the Servians to murder their own King and 
his wife still rules in that land. Undoubtedly you will agree 
with me that we two, you and I as well as well as. all sov- 
ereigns, have a common interest in insisting that all those 
morally responsible for this terrible murder shall suffer 


deserved punishment. 
‘On the other hand I by no means overlook how difficult it 


is for you and your Government to resist the tide of popular 


opinion. Remembering the heartfelt friendship which has 
bound us closely for a long time, I am therefore exerting 
all my influence to endeavor to make Austria-Hungary come 
to an open and satisfying understanding with Russia. I 
earnestly hope that you will help me in my efforts to put 
aside all obstacles that may yet arise. 
Your very sincere and devoted friend and cousin, 
(Signed) William. 


"Would a government, thirsting for blood and glory, 
send a telegram like the following to its London am- 
bassador? 

Austria-Hungary has declared officially and solemnly In 
St. Petersburg that she contemplates no acquisition of ter- 
ritory in Servia, and that she will not endanger the contin- 
uance of the kingdom, but wishes only to secure quiet. Ac- 


Secret of the American Attitude To Germany 


By ALEXANDER HARVEY. 


N explaining the new American hostility to their 
country, bewildered Germans seem like poor 
Psyche with her half awakened eyes. They uselessly 
insist—and quite irrelevantly too—that our American 
attitude to Germany is formed upon the British model, 
outlined through British prejudices, maintained by 
British influences. 

Very true, and all more or less beside the point. 

References to British influence really blink the ques- 
tion, which is this: How does the British point of view 
happen to decide the angle from which American vis- 
ion contemplates a general war in Europe? Inevitably 
it did—but why? 

Those who understand the American people or rather 
the conditions’ under which their higher life is lived 
realized from the moment the Prime Minister in Lon- 
don declared war that the sympathies of the United 
States would be with England. Germans, in their 
stupefaction, are overwhelmed only because of an in- 
adequate appreciation of fundamental American stand- 
points or because they are not sufficiently saturated 
with the American atmosphere. We are, says Landor, 
what suns and winds and waters make us. 

In trying to explain America to himself, a German 
should never forget that the United States has still to 
achieve its independence of Great Britain. There is 
popular impression, to be sure, that George Washing- 
ton and men about him threw off the British yoke as a 
result of the surrender at Yorktown, It is only tech- 
nically true that the Bitish yoke was thrown off. We 
learn from the pages of history that Frederick the Great 
was the first European sovereign to recognize the in- 
dependence of the American republic. He was prema: 
ture. The truth is that this British yoke rests upon the 
American people more heavily than it did when they 
threw the tea into Boston harbor. To be sure, they 
elect a chief magistrate whose father or whose grand. 
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cording to reports reaching here, Russia is about to summon 
several bodies of reservists immediately, which would be 
equivalent to mobilization against us. If this news is cor- 
roborated, we shall be forced against our will to take meas- 
ures to meet it. Today our efforts are still directed toward 
localizing the trouble and maintaining the peace in Europe. 
For this reason we ask that the strongest possible pressure - 
be brought to bear in St. Petersburg for achieving this end. 

The Times and other papers retained by England to 
espouse their cause try to make it appear that Emperor 
William was the aggressor, but the American people are 
gradually beginning to discover the cloven hoof behind 
the little phalanx of English editorial lickspittles who 
disgrace Americans by being more English than the 
English, 


| 
father came from Englané. There is an official capital 
at Washington. Nevertheless, the United States is | 
ruled from London. This sounds like a paradox until | 
we look below the superficial aspects of the United | 
States government. Not until then shall we discem the | 
forces determining the life of the American pcople. 
Those forces are British for the simple reason that 
Americans have their thinking done for them ín London 
on many a theme besides world politics long before - 
any idea has entered their own provincial heads. 

Consider, for instance, the laws of the United States. 
These are written by Congress into what we call the 
revised statuies. They must, however, be strained by - 
the federal courts through the sieve of the British tra- 
dition. If a congressional enactment does not adjust 
itself to British precedent, the law is found unconsti- 
tutional. "No fact tried by a jury," to quote the con- 
stitution, "shall be otherwise re-examined in any court 
of the United States than according to the rules of the 
common law.” What common law?. The English co 
mon law, of cousse. For when the founders of the Te 
public established the constitution, their avowed aim 
was to bring into being a government as British as pos- | 
sible. Whoever doubts this, should read “The Fed- 
eralist,” wherein the constitution of the United States 
is elucidated by the men who framed it. 

The ideals, the precedents and the traditions of the 
United States government are all English. Indeed, it 
would sorely puzzle an American to conceive of liberty 
itself in terms of anything else than Anglo-Saxon lav. 
Liberty, to the citizen of the United States, is an it | 
vention of the English, being based upon writs of | 
habeas corpus, upon Magna Charta, upon the bill of 
rights and upon what he is pleased to call freedom of | 
speech, Liberty in the personal German sense means 
to the average citizen of the United States something 
indistinguishable from the consumption of alcoholit 


stimulants in excessive quantities. Even liberty as 


‘understood in France is license to the American, while 


liberty as enjoyed among the ancient Greeks is down- 
right immorality to him. Thus the whole American 
people look askance at all liberties that do not come 
from England. á 

American law is not peculiar in being filtered through 
a British precedent before its application to a citizen of 
the United States. Even American thought must pass 


„through the alembic of the British mind before it can 


realize itself in this republic of the west. That is why 


| Walt Whitman had no American reputation to speak of 


until he had been discovered by the British. Whistler 
had to become a great man in London before his Amer- 
ican countrymen would condescend to discover his ex- 
istence. As for American literature, so far as it can 
be said to have any existence, it is the idlest and often 
the merest echo of the poctry and prose of the English. 
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, for instance, is nothing 
more nor less than a British poet who happened to hail 
from New England. He had nothing to say to his 
countrymen that could’ not have beén said by an Eng- 
lishman. When, by a miracle of inspiration, American 


literature did produce a supreme artist, he was derided 


—ridiculed by Emerson himself as a,“jingle man.” 

That Supreme artist was Edgar Allan Poe. His short 
life was a fierce war upon the English standards that 
decided then as they decide now what his country's lit- 
erature ought to be. He has been sneered at by a great 
American critic—a critic who is an Englishman in 
reality, of course, although a citizen of the United States 
by birth—as no poet and scarcely even a writer of great 
tales. The penalty, the invariable penalty, of the 
American who will not be English is ostracism—when, 
that is, he happens to be a poet of genius. 


American religion is for the most part made in Eng- 
land. Our Methodism is a transplantation of the Wes- 
leyan system precisely as Presbyterianism here is an 
imporation of the British church discipline not of John 
Calvin but of John Knox. What goes by the name of 
Episcopalianism is Anglicanism pure and simple. Nor 
is the popular American preacher necessarily a citizen 
of the United States by any means. He will often be 
found to have received his “call” while preaching in 
London. 

American manners again are made in London. This 
explains the swift relaxation of the tone of the best 
society in the United States. The wives of American 
millionaires go in droves to England to discover that 
peeresses there drink fiery stimulants, smoke, dress 
like God knows what and swear like troopers. That 
sort of thing becomes at once the vogue. The note of 
Quietness, so characteristic of the American woman of 
1870, was seen all at once to be early Victorian. Now, 
just before the civil war in the United States every 
American woman was “early Victorian” because that 
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was so English. To-day society in the United States is 
tending to be somewhat “fast—if one may use such 
an early Victorianism—because peeresses in London 
are late Georgian, Everything in the United States, as 
all Germans should realize without delay, is going next 
to be Georgian. 

But it would be the simplest matter in the world to 
multiply instances along these lines. Goya once said 


, of the Spaniards that they were more Catholic than the 


Pope. It has always been true of the American people 
that they are more English than King George. With how 
egregious a fatuity the average citizen of the United 
States would deny the fact! He will when sentimental 
quote you an English poet. He will toil to fit a wife 
and daughter for presentation at the court of St. James's. 
He will fight his law suit in accordance with British 


„precedent. He will wear the fashions prescribed by a 


British tailor. He will have his standards of morality 
and of taste prescribed for him in London. He will 
look serious when reminded of the Prussian agreement 
to observe the neutrality of Belgium and he will smile 
indulgently when reminded of the solemn British pledge 
to evacuate Egypt. Finally he will deny that he looks 
at anything through London spectacles, 

Americans, in short, live in an atmosphere created for 
them by the English. The citizen of the United States 
swims like a fish in the waters of his own Anglicanism, 
Some fishes must see only as distortions whatever is not 
in immediate relation to their environment. The lens 
of the piscatorial eye adjusts itself only to the water 


^in the aquarium. What is beyond the glass front seems 


monstrous, horrible. Hence the panic into which certain 
species of fish are precipitated by the aspect of a spec- 
tator. And the American fish looks at the German Em- 
peror through the medium of British policy, catching 
the most distorted of images on the other side of the 
London glass, 


20,000,000 IN U. 8, ANXIOUS. 
Says Holdup of Messages is Unfair to All German 
Americans. 


RESIDENT WILSON has it in his power to cut the 
Gordian knot of European censorshi 
Let him equip the Sayville wireless station with trusty 
official telegraphists, and receive all the war news that 
German censors choose to send! That will solve the whole 
problem, and awaken the common sense of the other nations, 
It is all so very simple, after one has the idea, Initiative 
is everything, President Wilson—Julius Chambers in the 
Brooklyn Daily Eagle. 


ET'S be fair to this great German race, so competent in 

industry, science and letters—fair enough to remember 

that almost all of the first news of the war has come from 

unfriendly sources and therefore should be accepted with 

reserve till all the returns are in; fair enough to withhold 

judgment till we have heard Germany's side—The Memphis 
Press. 
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WHY THE TEUTON FIGHTS 


By HERBERT SANBORN, PH. D. 
Professor of Philosophy at Vanderbilt University. 


already been suggested, much deeper, in the conflict 

of ideals-which are actually reconcilable in the in? 
dividual or in society as a whole, only through the just 
(which does not by any means mean the equal) recognition 
of each of them. 

From the point of view of universal ideals if not from the 
point of view of ordinary racial prudence, the Teutons of the 
North, England, and even France and Italy ought to be 
found at the side of Germany in this contest, and the chief 
explanation of their defection and antipathy is the fact that 
these nations themselves have lost their former ideals to 
such an extent that they no longer find themselves as whole, 
peoples in sympathy with the German culture. England, as 
Muensterberg pointed out in the “Americans,” has steadily 
degenerated since the days of Shakespeare, until it has been 
called appropriately merely a “nation of shop-kcepers," 
and France and Italy taken as a whole are nor much better 
off; it is not the France of Molière, nor the Italy of Dante 
even in spirit. The German nation, on the contrary, has 
steadily adhered to its ancient veneration for the eternal 
values of life, and has never, in the midst of material prog- 
ress, lost sight of the fact that riches and commercial pros- 
perity are not for luxury, but for the devopment of the 
higher life to be based upon it. This thought permeates all 
classes of the nation and makes them instinctively despise 
Russians and other races with low aims of life. 

It should be the sacred duty of all thinking men to do 
everything possible to prevent the crippling or the downfall 
of the German Empire, and if England an eventually see her 
way to maintain at least a position of neutrality leading 
eventually to a later understanding with Germany and 
Austria—which is where her influence in the interest of 
higher civilization lies—then such a world catastrophe may 
still be prevented. For, the destruction and subjection of 
this people, to which the present war might be mercly a pre- 
liminary step, would mean, if not immediately so great a 
reverse as we find in the Dark Ages subsequent to the down- 
fall of the Roman Empire, nevertheless a return to something 
nearly as bad in the espousal of a point of view or civilization 
that makes material values ends in themselves; for no mod- 
ern nation except Germany, one may venture safely to assert, 
possesses as a whole any higher ideal. Concerning the 
Slav there can of course be not the slightest doubt. 

At the time of Peter the Great the race was a horde of 
barbarians, just emerging from a condition of semi-savagery, 
susceptible, as Peter in his own person only too plainly 
showed, of nothing but the most superficial veneer of Euro- 
pean civilization, and the race, in spite of so-called uni. 
versities that it has established, and in spite of a few spo- 
radic cases of genius, not of the first rank, such as Tolstol, 
has most certainly remained upon the plane of Peter him- 
self. They have furnished America chiefly its anarchists 
and nihilists. To such a race the leadership apd control of 
civilization can hardly be intrusted. 

England lives on a higher plane of course, and so does 
France; but it is nevertheless true that England (as Carlyle, 
Ruskin, Matthew Arnold and other cultured Englishmen of 
our day have frequently lamented) now lives, as a people, 
on the sordid plane of thinking which regards the accumula- 
tion of material wealth and the various forms of luxury to be 


ie real causes for the fearful struggle lie, as has 


I 


obtsined thereby as the sole aim and end of civilization. The 
antithetical attitude of the German toward culture is well 
described by Emerson in a pregnant paragraph in the Essay 
on Goethe sin Representative Men, in which he points out 


a distinction most certainly as true today as it was in the 
author's time. 


"In England and America,’ he says, "one may be sn 
adept in the writing of a Greek or Latin poet, without asy 
Poetic taste or fire. That a man has spent years on Plato 
and Proclus, does not afford a presumption that he holds 
heroic opinions or underalues the fashions of his town. But 
the German nation has the most ridiculous good faith on 
these subjects; the student, out of the lecture room, still 
broods on the lessons; and the professor can not divest 
himself of the fancy that the truths of philosophy bave 
some application to Berlin and Munich, This earnestness | 
enables them to outsee men of much more talent, Hente, 
almost all the distinctions which arc current in higher COP 
versation, have been derived to us from Germany.” I 
indeed this same serious attitude toward things mental aad 
aesthetic, persisting through centuries of culture, which bss 
delivered to the modern nation its wealth of the spirit and 
has spread among all classes of the race from the shores of 
the North Sea and the Baltic Ocean to the banks of the 
Slavic Danube a sense of spiritual unity, which has always 
been felt as peculiarly national in spite of petty political 
lines, Germany and Austria-Hungary at least are one. 

It is not pertinent here to discuss at length the extent to 
which these ideals have extended, if only with a superficial 
influence, beyond the limits of the country itself, nor is it 
necessary; for it is a matter of rather common informat 
that the obligation of every civilized modern nation to 
Fatherland in this particular is very large. It is enough t° 
note in passing that if the spiritual debt to Germany & 
Emerson's day was enormous, it has become in the brie! 
space of time since that period so inestimably great, that 3? 
understanding of higher life anywhere presupposes 4 
knowledge of Luther and Kant and Hegel; Lessing 9" 
Goethe, Schiller and Grillparzer; Duerer, Hillebrand, anf 
Boecklin, Beethoven, Wagner and Brahms; and that D 
great Intellectual or aesthetic achievement of the future not 
based upon this German ground-work is conceivable. Nor 
does it appear when we consider the real relation that exist 
between material wealth on the one hand and the values 
the spirit on the other, together with the characteristic 
tude of most modem nations toward these ideals, that there 
is any people now ready to hold aloft the torch which may 
fall only too soon from the Teuton’s grasp. Surely not th? 
Slav, 

Man bas in general two principal aims in life, the attain: 
ment of physical freedom and the acquisition of spirits! 
worthiness, the desire to have and the desire to be, At A 
low stage of civilization and culture, cither the latter aim 4 
not clearly conceived, or the relation between them is "^ 
understood; so that they are thought to stand in opposites 
to each other. Their true relation, either in the case of 
individual or in the race, is that of lower ne eese De 
always been manilest to every individual and to ev 
that has attained to subjectivity and clear self-conscious 
ness, 
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Tbe savage can not develop spiritually, because the strug- 
gle with the world of mature and with his enemies for mere 
physical existence leaves him no leisure for ruch develop- 
ment, He develops cunning rather than intelligence. When 
he finally does, by some lucky chance, gain time to use his 
vits, he advances progressively through easy stages by the 
invention of weapons, tools, and other instruments and de- 
vices to the condition of the modem civilized man, whose 
dominion, due to machinery, extends over the whole carth— 
à man, however, for whom spiritual values if they exist at 
all, are tolerated for the most part merely for the sake of 
the "conquest of mature" and the material values to be de- 
tived therefrom, Y 

Ask the average Englishman of breeding and intelligence. 
—the men who at present control the development and appli- 
cation of English material resources—what the purpose of 
education fs, and he will promptly tell you that it is for some 
material advantage, “getting on in the world” and the like. 
lf you suggest that there may be something further than 
this he does not understand what you mean; for he and his 
Mini have mot yet come to the stage of sclf-consciousness 
lat grasps higher aims than this, He believes in universi- 
s and vocational training, to be sure, but only because he 
believes that these are instrumental to the realization of 
rester material prosperity, and he is correspondingly 
alarmed when he seems to discover that the training-process 
docs not produce “efficient” men. He wants specialist-men 
futher than men-specialists, Germany, on the other hand, 
has attained as a nation to that stage of self-consciousness 
vhere the eternal values are clearly conceived, where ma- 
terial wealth is consciously and unremittingly transmuted 
into spiritual values, 
lt may be true that Germany desires commercial expan- 
sion (and certainly this is the cause of the arrayal of English 
arms against her), but this is a necessary economic right, 
Pot a crime. She desires it, however, not in the interest of 
luxurious living, as does England, but for the sake of the de- 
velopment of an ever higher stage of civilization and culture: 
and there is no modern nation whose people as a whole are 
? thoroughly permeated with this spirit. For this reason, if 
{oF no other, every friend of true culture of whatever nation, 
every person who has grasped the strictly German thought 
that history is a development, and a development in self- 
diciousnéss, should find himself in warmest sympathy with 
his noble people in this hour of fate. Patriotism is a fine 
iting, and it is sometimes necessary for individuals to follow 
i's impulse in opposition to something that is higher and 
Brander than this—the devotion to that country in which 
he highest ideals of the race seem most secure—tut so 
tne as these two impulses do not stand in opposition, no- 
a obliges sympathy with higher rather than with lower 


tint Psychologist of today teaches that latent possi- 
frites not developed in the earlier life of the child remain 
wc’? to him a lost inheritance, and so It [s unquestionably 
o races. Until it comes to be generally recognized that 
Hiat as there are individuals in every race not susceptible of 
ks highest development attainable by the given social group, 
weDre are whole races belated in spiritual development 
capatk® Of past habits, and so belated that they are no longer 
vile (if they ever were capable) of identifying themselves 
«wh any but the lower and lowest aims of life. Until this 
Gms to be recognized, international "justice" or the due 
4 7i°8 of the claims of nations, will continue to remain the 
“am of the few, Until it comes to be acknowledged loyally 
[4 most that the real purpose of civilization is not primarily 
the stzlament of physical well-being In any of its forms, but 
‘evelopment of spiritual values, the Hague Conference 


must surely continue to meet in vain, even thought it should 
succeed in preventing war itself; for it will never settle 
jastly any of the important issues for which noble races, 
like noble individuals, give up the last drop of their blood 
freely and willingly. The materialist. who persitsts in his agi- 
tation for universal peace, because he knows of nothing 
worth fighting for, will forever be astounded to find in his 
pathway heroes whom he can not be expected to understand. 
Their motives can never appeal to one for whom the joys of 
the belly (for himself or for the larger whole of society) 
are the paramount aims of civilization, 


A Hagae Conference which should take account of the 
fact that some races, like some individuals, are capable 
of higher forms of life and work, than are certain othe: 
which should, furthermore, find it expedient, in the highest 
sense of the word, to allow such races the commercial and 
territorial rights that belong to them (because of their mean. 
ing for the civilization of the world) instead of attempting 
to restrict them meanly in their development to the merely 
fortuitous status quo of a previous age, might perhaps suc- 
ceed; for it would give us the unselfish Christian justice 
that may some day be to some extent a reality. Then, the 
higher values of life would be safe-guarded without a resort 
to force. Christianity, at a.higher point in its development, 
may some day render war unnecessary, but it will be a 
Christianity, throbbing with higher spiritual values, and more 
keenly alive than the warring creeds of the present to its 
responsibility as a guardian ef culture. Meanwhile wc 
shall continue to have both selfish wars, such as all the 
recent foreign wars England has waged, an! holy wars, like 
Germany's war of the present moment, waged for that which 
is dearer than life itself. “Das Leben,” as Schiller said and 
as the guiding forces of the Teutonic alliance firmly believe, 
“ist der Güter Hdchstes nicht" Indeed, the average German 
believes this with all his heart and soul, and no onc familiar. 
with the temper of the race can doubt that tbcy are all of. 
them now standing with their beloved emperor, like Hermann 
and his band in the Teutoburger Wald, or like Tejas and their 
Gothic brothers ef yore under the shadow ^ Mount Vesuv- 
jus, surrounded on all sides by bloodthirsty foes, but resolved 
to die to a man for values, which they, as no thinker can 
doubt, are the best fitted of any living race to conserve. 

So long as patriotism leads merely to the pseudo-demo- 
cratic belief that all nations are and of right ought to be con- 
sidered equal in value before the parliament of man, then 
some races, conscious of their superiority, will revolt from 
such a levelling decision of the Viel-zu-Vielem, oy force ef 
arms if necessary, preferring, as Schiller expressed it, to 
weigh the votes instead of merely counting them. No just 
decision of history will deny, as England does, Germany's 
right to commercial expansion. 

War is indeed a terrible thing; for the materialist in all 
his manifold and subtle disguises, or for races having only 
material values to defend, it is unquestionably the most fear- 
ful thing conceivable. But there are in fact things even 
more terrible to contemplate and endure than the most 
cruel var with its exeruciating physical suffering and death, 
and among them is the cunning entanglement, subjection, 
and consequent limitation and destruction of a race conse- 
crated to the development of the highest spiritual values by 
the infernal machinations of peoples confined strictly to a 
lower plane of life—for whom culture is merely external; 
the irrevocable, heart-rending reverses of history that mean 
universals loss. 

All Europe except Germany has been steadily sinking to 
a plane of crass materialism, which has been resisted suc- 
cessfully in the Fatherland by the vehement warnings ef the 
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best of the nation, In tne case of England and France which 
‘once lived upon a higher plane, the degeneration has been so 
thoroughgoing that certain of their pseudo-statsmen unable 
to feel the toto coelo difference between the aims of East and 
West and moved by the low passions of jeaiousy and revenge, 
have come to betray the culture of the West to the Oriental 
through the perpetration of what historians of the future 
will surely call the most short sighted acts of Western states- 
manship, Germany may finally puccumb, for she stands at 
bay to a yelling pack determined on her destruction, but if 
she does history will present to us the monster satire that a 
policy initiated by a harlot Oriental queen and brought to 
fruition by a trifling English roué was able to ruin the dearest 
hopes of an idealistic nation. 


To the timid materialist it may scem that Germany should 
ever have armed herself for a conflict, that she should have 
waited tamely.and idly, allowing wealthy France and Eng- 
Jand peacefully to starve her growing population until, with 
horrors more lathsome than those of war, a pullulating 
mass of beggars should have thronged the avenues of Berlin 
and Munich, as they crowd and defile the streets and alleys 
‘of the Italian cities; but idealistic Germany, conscious of 
being the standard-bearer of values thot might easily be lost 
forever to civilization, could never tamely submit to become, 
like materialistic, effeminate Italy, merely a Niobe of culture, 


The fact that the classic epochs of culture have previously 
come, as in the case of Germany herself, in periods of poli- 
tical disintegration and national insignificance does not furn- 
ish an argument that Germany, again in subjection, should 
still render her great service to civilization; for the develop- 
ment of society in the future toward an ever-increasing com- 
plexity and a greater differentiation, of function lends color 
to the belief that the culture of the future may rest more 
than ever before upon the general disposition of given social 
groups which control the conditions of leisure upon which 
culture rests; and if the social groups themselves as wholes 
shall be incapable of the highest aims, then, the forces of 
civilization will be enlisted so- universally in the pursuit of 
lower ideals, that individuals of genius and talent, in most 
important lines of human endeavor must find it increasingly 
difficult so maintain themselves in opposition to such an 
environment than has been the case in previous stages of 
history. 2 


No friend of true culture can view with approval or even 
with indifference the unparalleled crime against civilization 
involved in this ruthless advance of the Slav on the Teuton; 
for no thinker can doubt that it means, if successful, the 
gradual but ultimate absorption of Germany as Poland was 
absorbed; and then, perhaps, looking at the situation from 
the standpoint of mere prudence, the time might come when 
both France and England should realize that for the sake 
of immediate ends they had espoused the wrong cause here 
in the present crisis; not (as an English minister thought and 
said) in the Crimean War, where they themselves fought for 
what the German is really fighting now. The onc ray of hope 
in the present emergency lies in the complete preparation 
of the powerful German nations for the struggle, 

For forty years they have made the numberless sacrifices 
necessary to fit them for a moment like the present; and 
Kaiser and noble, merchant and peasant have given freely 
and loyally their money and their time, The result is the 
most efficient army the world has ever seen and a navy, 
smaller in size to be sure than that of Great Britain, bui 
thoroughly modern, disciplined and efficient. It may be the 
flect of Great Britain that will play the most important role 
in the coming cataclysm, but it is by no means certain that 

ere numbers either in vessels or in men will figure most 
decisively in the results. When the Armada of Philip of Spain. 
sailed for the coast of England it was believed universally 
that the day of English subjection was at hand. The God of 
battles decreed otherwise. The sending of that fleet was the 
beginning of a period of development which presented to 
England an unparalleled opportunity for true greatness, 
which she has failed to use to the best abvantage; and it may 
be that the dawn of a greater Germanic era is at hand, It may 
be that Ireland, Wales, India, South Africa, and tortured 
Poland are to be avenged "at one stroke. Out of the 
silence and the darkness that seems to have settled over the 
Fatherland there come only unreliable signs and suggestions 
of a great drama of history, furnished chiefly by a hostile 
press-service, notoriously sensational and venal; but we can’ 
feel the Germans there, back to back, ready to strike in 
desperate berserker most fearful blows upon those who have 
forced them into their present situation, and all of them in 
the spirit of their immortal Iron Chancellor, “fearing God 
profoundly, but nobody else on this earth." Alea jacta est! 
Vae victis! 


THE THREATENED PROVINCES 


By HUGO MUENSTERBERG, 
These pages are taken from a personat diary which will appear at the'end of September as a book under the title 
z "The War" (D. Appleton & Co., New York). 


UGUST 4th.—The SES this morning brought a 
sketch of Germany as it will look after the great 
disaster, England, they say, and of course they must 
know, vill be modest in its demands, and will take only 
the German fleet and the Kiel canal, besides the costs 
of the mobilization. France, to be sure, will insist on 
the billion dollars which it had to pay after the Franco- 
Prussian war, together with the interest for forty-four 
years, and will take not much more land than Alsace- 
Lorraine. Rusia will grasp for Eastern Prussia with its 
Baltic seacoast to include Danzig. It was a slender Ger- 
many which was left in that gruesome picture. But how 


many American readers do really know what it would 
mean for Germany to lose Alsace and Prussia to the 
Danzig coast? 

Alsace! Today is the 4th of August, the anniversary 
of the battle of Weissenburg, the first great struggle in 
“the war for Germany's unity, To the American it is a 
battle name, colorless and commonplace. Weissenburg 
is to him one of the many little French towns in the 
French land which the brutal force of Germany Has torn 
out of happy France and has crushed by blatent mili- 
tarism, and which in its suffering through almost half a 
century longs to be taken home into the mother arms of , 
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the French people. But this is untrue and a hundred 
times untrue, It may be that nobody between the Atlan- 
tic and the Pacific knows better, and that it is thus no- 
body's duty to protest. But many a 4th of August I have 
been on the hills of Weissenburg and have seen the 
graves of the Frenchmen and of the Germans who fell on 
the battlefield decorated with flags and wreaths by the 
Weissenburg people. Weissenburg and all Alsace are 
to me not geographical lines on the map and not political 
abstractions, but they are part of my life. There in 
Weissenburg where forty-five years ago today Germany's 
glory began, I found the happiness of my family life, 
found there my German wife, had there my wedding 
and my silver wedding, returned there almost every 
summer’ I must know better than the editorial writer 
how Alsace feels. 

Alsace is a German province with German traditions 
and German lifeblood. For a while French rule was 
forced on it, but it never became French, In the beauti- 
ful little old garden of my wife’s parents I can never 
dream my summer dreams without thinking of the his- 
toric sacredness of that German soil. It is part of a 
large cloister garden in which a massive tower has been 
standing since the ninth century. In this garden Monk 
Otfried lived, who wrote one thousand years ago the 
first German epic poem in rhyme. This German tradi- 
tion remained unbroken until LouisXIV, after he had laid 
in ruins the castle of Heidelberg, snatched Alsace from 
the German people. Then a i. g period of oppression 
began. This French rule was mu.h more rigorous and 
intolerant than any German rule dfter 1870. 

Moreover, the Alsatians were never really accepted as 
Frenchmen. In the eyes of Paris they always remained 
only half French; their French dialect appeared 
culous. They disliked France and were disliked in 
France, It was no wonder that the resources remained 
undeveloped. Even the proudest city of Alsace, Strass- 
burg, when it came into German possession in 1870, was 
after all only an overgrown village. Today it is a won- 
derful, proud city with beautiful palaces, with one of the 
best equipped universities of the world, with noble 
avenues and parks, enriched by Germany's good will as 
much as it was held down by France's indifference in the 
past. 

Alsace would be today perfectly happy in its natural 
German frame, if French longing for political revenge 
had not artificially kept alive agitation for jointure with 
France. To be sure, the German administration was 
often unstable; there was not sufficient unity of purpose. 
Sometimes the effort was made to win the population by 
overindulgence, As soon as such legiency was intoler- 
ably misused, at the instigation of Paris, the regime was 
changed to the other extreme and the German language 
aad German methods were sternly insisted on. As 
sows as that started up reactions, the other groove was 
wied again until the French societies again preached 


treason, One consistent policy in the German camp 
would probably have succeed better. But the real fault 
was with France, which refused to forget. If France 
after the breakdown of the hollow Napoleonic empire 
had reconstructed its realm with the same spirit with 
which in America the southern states submitted to the 
decision of the Civil War, Alsace would be perfectly 
German today, and the whole military machine of Ger- 
many would never have been built up. But France 
smarted under the memory of Sedan; it draped in 
black the statue of Strassburg in Paris and knew no 
prayer but for the recovery of the beloved provinces 
which it had despised until they were taken. 

Every piece of Alsatian arrogance was applauded on 
Parisian boulevardes, and the caricaturist who drew my 
Weissenburg as if its teachers were idiots and its of- 
ficers drunkards, was heralded in France as a hero and 
his poor drawings crowned with glorious prizes, Only 
on account of this artificial stimulation from Paris a 
part of the Alsatian: people felt stimulated to don their y 
French costume. Our neighbors in Weissenburg were 
two dignified elderly ladies whose brother had left their 
home after the German war and lives in Paris as a 
physician. Every summer he comes back to his native 
place. Those three good Alsatian people would never 
venture to go to a store and do their shopping otherwise ~ 
than in the French language and with every stranger 
they must parade their French. But when they are at 
home among one another they always speak their good 
Alsatian German, 

Yes; Alsace is German; and if the overwhelming 
number should capture the provinces on the left of the 
Rhine and the tricolor should once more flutter over 
the Strassburg cathedral, Alsace would be for a while 
the glory of the Gallic nation, and a little later it would 
be again degraded to a second-class France, because 
its people are not French but German. How long 
would it be before the rich Strassburg of the.German 
empire would again be the neglected, impoverished 
town of France. It is really necessary for every Amer- 
ican who contributes to the papers a word about Alsace 
simply to repeat that absurd cant about the "lost" pro- 
vinces. 


About Alsace which the Frenchman are to take, we 
hear at-least not a little in America, as everybody knows 
everything about it But about the province of West 
Prussia with its capital Danzig which Russia has se- 
lected as its prize we never hear anything at all. The 
editorial writers seem not to be at home there. But 
there | am at home, I was born in Danzig, spent my 
youth there, and have gone back to my beloved native 
lown whenever I went to Germany. 

It is quite true: nothing which Russia might gain 
could be so valuable as Danzig with its harbor in the 
Baltic Sea at the mouth of the Vistula. A great sea- 
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port which can be used all the year must be the longing 
of Russia, which Bnds no outlet from its Baltic har- 
bors during six winter months. The ice-free harbor in 

e east was after all the chief aim in Russia's fight with 
Japan; an ice-free harbor of the west is its hope in Ger- 
many, and Danzigs harbor is surpassed by few. We 
know Danzig’s history since 997. At the end of the 
fourteenth century three hundred ships brought goods 
there from England every year; and at the end of the 
fifteenth more than seven hundred ships left Danzig's 
harbor yearly. Its world commerce was often checked 
and always again came to power. In the last few decades 
it has developed its resources with new energy and is 
flourishing today. Will all this German work be lost 
to Russian greed? 

But what is Danzig's harbor compared with Danzig's 
beautiful streets? Americans who automobile through 
Germany are enthusiatstic over Nuremberg; they do 
not know that Danzig is still more wonderful, Those 
‘squares and streets, houses and churches, halls and 
towers and city gates tell the fascinating story of five 
centuries ef architecture in one of the richest cities of 
the north. They call it the northern Venice. The houses 
are filled with the arts and crafts of beauty-loving times 
and their facades and their gable roofs are the gems of 
eastern Germany. To stroll in boyhood days through the 
streets of Danzig is truly a liberal education. Will the 
Cossacks break into this paradise of stone? 


To be sure, it would not be the first time that the 
Russians would come to the doors of Danzig. In 1734 
a Russian army besieged Danzig because it had taken 
sides in the fight abut the Polish succession. It had 
to surrender, had to pay a million thalers to the Rus- 
sians and the free town had to send a delegation with 
Pledges to St. Petersburg. After the dismemberment 
of the Polish kingdom in 1793 the old free German 
town of Danzig joined the kingdom of Prussia. Soon 
the great oppressor of Europe destroyed the peace of 
the flourishing city. Napoleon’s armies forced their 
way to the far east of Prussia and crushed Danzig by a 
most cruel siege. I remember well how my grandmother 
told me of the terrible suffering in her childhood 


when the population was hidden in the cellars of the 
town. Danzig surrendered to the French in 1807, but 
the suffering was not at an end. Napoleon squeezed 
sixty million francs from the impoverished .itizens and 
filled the town with insolent French soldiers. Those 
years of brutal French oppression were the darkest 
time of Danzig's thousand years of history. 

At last Prussia's straggle for freedom broke out. In 
1813 the Prussian army surrounded the remnant of 
Napoleon's troops which were concentrated in Danzig, 
and at this time the Russians were Prussia’s allies. In 
January 1814 came the happy day when the Germans 
and Russians broke the Napolenonic force and expelled 
the French soldiers from Danzig. With that day a new 
strong development of Danzig began. In January 1914 
the whole city celebrated the anniversary of that glori- 
ous day. My oldest brother, who is the representative 
of Danzig in the Prussian parliament, delivered the 
official oration and could speak of a full century of 
splendid, peaceful progress. The grateful people of 
Danzig did not forget on this occasion at the beginning 
of 1914 the help which the Russians had given in de- 
livering them from the French yoke. Is it really pos- 
sible that 1914 will not come to an end without seeing 
the Russians once more before Danzig, this time not 
to expel the French but to help the French and to swing 
the knout over the beautiful culture of the industrious 
Danzig people? 

lf a cruel fate were „o deliver the province of West 
Prussia with its capita: Danzig to the Slavs, it would be 
as if New England were handed over to Mexico as a 
Mexican colony with General Villa as dictator in Bos- 
ton. Americans do not know the eastern part of Prussia 
with its lovely forests and hills along the Baltic coast. 
Their pilgrimage goes through the Rhine valley, goes 
to Berlin and Dresden and Munich, but they seldom 
find the way to the charms of the east. They may 
think that Germany, after all, is hardly changed if such 
slices on the east and on the west are cut off by its 
neighbors, as the diagrams of this morning's papers 
suggest. But I know one who would feel that Germany 
had perished if Weissenburg became French and Dan- 
zig became Russian, 


HOW THE NEWS IS MISUNDERSTOOD 


By BARON VON DEWITZ 


NLY 2 non-military nation, uninformed of the rudiments 

of modem warfare, could be expected to counten- 

ance the material that is now being unloaded upon the 
United States by newspaper writers. 

A deployment of skirmishers becomes an "invasion" An 
encounter between advance guards becomes a “battle.” 
The masking of a fortress is exaggerated into lege." 
Under the rules of modern warfare it is not possible to in- 
vest a strongly fortified town like Liege except by the aid 
of powerful. siege guns. The reported German “army” 


that first advanced to the attack was nothing more serious 
than the troops of the frontier garrisons, which had been 
mobilized into a flying wedge, It may have been 30,000 or 
it may have been only half that, It is possible that this 
fxpeditionary corps may have been reinforced by a few 
Tegiments of the Imperial army before or during the attack 
On Liege, but one thing is quite certain, these corps were 
not intended, nor prepared, to take the forts of Liege by 
storm. All that they could reasonably be expected to do 
Was to mask the fortresses and invest the city. As soon 
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as the main body of the German army arrived on the scene 
the defense of the allies melted away. 

If it is true that the German commander forced his in- 
fantry to a genuine frontal attack on the forts in close for- 
mation—but I doubt it—he laid himself open to criticism 
of the most stringent kind and deserves to be court-mar- 
tialled. It was precisely close-order bayonet attacks on the 
strongly intrenched Boers which cost General Buller so 
dearly in human material, The German officers assigned to 
watch tuat campaign for the German General Staff were 
the first to expose the unpardonable error of the British 
commander. 

"Rocking chair" critics to the contrary potwithstanding, 
I venture to assert that the capture or destruction of the 
Liege fortresses is not essential to the progress of the Ger- 
man army into France, It would require almost as many 
troops to hold the forts after capture as it does to mask them 
and garrison the city. These forts are from three to four 
miles distant and are only visible a few feet over the 
placis, There are twelve forts. On the left bank of the 
Meuse is a cordon of six such defenses, to wit, Flemale, 
Kollogne, Loncia, Lantin, Liers and Pontisse. The right 
border is defended by forts Boncelles, Imbourg, Chaud- 
fontaine, Fleron, Evegnee and Barchon. At least three of 
Wiese have been silenced at this writing owing to consistent 
good marksmanship of the Prussian field gunners, who are 
under the disadvantage of having to hit the narrow aper- 
tures in these turret-like forts and thus destroy the me- 
chanism of the guns or else make no impression. Close 
shooting in the same spot a trifle below the cupolas of the 
forts is the problem now confronting the gunners of the 
Prussian siege rifles, These are anything but toys. Each 
rifle is mounted on a platform car, shipped to the front by 
rail whence it is assembled o na special truck and hauled 
into position by a team of 36 to 42 horses. 

Surprise is vented on all sides at the heavy German losses, 
which only goes to show how sadly infotmed are the pens 
who pretend to mould public opinion in this war. Surprise 
would be in order were the German losses not heavy, If 
the Germgns have not lost more than three soldiers to every 
Belgian bayonet, they have not suffered a whit more than 
military tactics would ordinarily demand, Attacking ar- 
moured forts with infantry supported only by batteries of 
field pieces, is about the most hazardous operation known 
to military Science, I do not believe the Germa" commander 
could have been so reckless as to aim the attack directly 
at the forts—as well attack a land fortress with a torpedo 
flotilla. His objective was undoubtedly to perpetrate & 
frontal attack en masse as a screen for a flanking moyement 
calculated to throw a flying wedge between the forts and 
thus capture the city. 

The very fact that the Germans possess the most efficiently 
drilled and equipped army ever produced—and every German 
knows it and feels it—may have induced a degree of over- 
confidence in the commanding officer, General von Emmich. 
If this is so, Liege has taught him a lesson. If it is not so, 
Liege has been taken by the Prussians at the usual price in 
human flesh attending such military risk—that is all. If 
40,000 Prussian troops were actually engaged against 30,000 
Liegeos disposed in fortresses, before the Germans requested 
an armistice to bury their dead, it does mot mean that the 
Germans "suffered a loss of 40,000 troops," as reported. If 
the Liegeois can count 4,000 dead and wounded, it is prob- 
able that the Prussian loss was within 12,000, and even 
were it four to one, or 16,000, it must still be considered an 
unusually heavy, though not serious, loss considering the 
character of this hazardous operation, Of course, this esti- 
mate does not include prisoners of war, but in my opinion 


‘it is, nevertheless, quite liberal when compared to decisive: 
engagements of other wars. Thus, at Gettysburg, the army 
of General Meade lost only 23,000 in killed and wounded; 
Waterloo claimed only 22,000 Prussian and English lives; 
and the great Franco-Prussian war of 1870 cost the Ger- 
mans only 28,000 actually killed and 101,000 wounded. 


The Kaiser’s army is better off than if the sacrifice before 
Liege hai not been made.. Not to attempt it at all would 
have been stupidity, It is also quite probable that General. 
von Emmich may have had orders to make only a demon- 
stration in force, and if successful, essay a coup re main 
against Namur, Dinant or Maubeuge, But the chief objec- 
tion of such a demonstration, if unsuccessful, would be to 
merely divert the enemy's attention from the main attack, 
which would then be entrusted to the Moselle or the Rhine 
armies. 

There is every indication that the Prussians expected the 
Belgians to let them pass, or at least to offer nothing more 
menacing than martial protests backed by nothing more 


torically, they are entitled to some consideration; socialog- 
ically, they could only expect what they got. Not only is 
the language of the educated Belgian French, but the Liegois, 
not the Parisians, are the reputed purists of the Gallic 
tongue, The mental and social horizon of the Belgians is 
lighted by Ideals essentially French or Flemish, never Prus- 
sian, 

A great deal of foolish criticism has been levelled at the 
“poor marksmanship” of the Germans and their “cowardly” 
action in “running away” when their officers are shot, It 
is a standing order in the Imperial army that troops finding 
themselves without commanders in action must fall back and 
place themselves immediately under orders. This is done 
to prevent soldiers from fighting on their own “initiative,” 
which may be a highly desirable element in guerilla war- 
fare but suicidal against the trained troops of a first-class 
power. 

When we link this circumstance to the fact that the Ger- 
man infantrymen have been continually reported in ten 
dispatches of their enemies as attacking the forts with such 
fierceness that many of them actually got through the 
barbed wire screens and reached the glacis, and further, 
when a squad of Ublans actually succeeded in smuggling 
themselves into the city of Liege bent on the samguinary 
adventure of capturing the commanding officer and his staff 
—and were shot fer their pains—it appears to me the charge 
of cowardice is not the word to use. 

As to Prussian marksmanship we have, so far, the testi- 
mony of a French retired ordnance officer, who observed the 
effect of the German field pieces on forts Imbourg, Bon- 
celles and Fleron. “The German gunnery was perfection 
itself,” he said. "Shell upon shell was exploded square- 
ly on the ramparts.” 


THE OLD GAME. 


AS jn, 181011 so in this war the German government 
Publishes complete and correct lists of those killed and 
wounded in battle. The first of these documents of death 
and destruction, which includes all losses up to August 18th 
inclusive, shows 1500 killed and 700 injured. One of our 
editors, whose mind runs to figures, has added up all the 
Germans killed (in the local newspapers) during the time 
indicated and he finds 1,200,000! That reminds me of the 
statistics the Dresdner Nachrichten published afte 
sian Japanese war. [t showed that the Paris edition of the 
New York Herald had killed off.the population of the warring 
nations nearly three times over.— New Yorker Herold. 
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Matter. 


UR mobilization has been complete. The 

battle is but beginning, We give you the 
guns. Give us the ammunition. To fire one hundred 
thousand copies from coast to coast we need cash. 
Our publication fund needs help. Amounts from $1. 
to $100, per month have been pledged by many. 
Follow their examplé if you wish to see our battle 
line extended. 

Forgive us if your kind letters of encouragement, 
your open hearts and hands have not received indi- 
vidual attention, We have been too busy fighting 
to be polite, Our work must be our thanks. 

The Fatherland 


HE Anglo-Russo-Franco-Belgian-Po-tuguese-Japan- 
ese General Staff announces the opening of a 
‘special official news bureau on Park Row, New York. 
"Authentic war news made to order and always ready 
for print.” 


HE Chambermaids Owa—otherwise the New 

Telegram—is so flattered to have been noticed by 
The Fatherland, that it calls us by the name of one of its 
favorite house pets. 


Te great German movement has hardly commenced, It 
will be astonishing if we fall to hear, as the war pro- 
gresses, of very decisive German victories,—The Democrat, 
Madison, Wisconsin, 


S soon as Germany has won a few victories, there 


will be a lot of people who were never anti- 
German. 


pono. expects every liar to do his duty. 
—N. Y. Staats-Zeitung. 


OOR old frightened England, not content with the 
P aid of Russia's Asiatic hordes, France's African 
savages (the Turcos), and what the late illustrious Tom 
Reed called Japan's “yellow bellies,” she is now trying 
to invoke the Black Hand to help her keep her loot 
from those aggressive Germans. 


ET us see. 
ing 
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‘The Pulitzer Estate 
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James Gordon Bennett 

Servia 
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Garibaldi 

And Dr. Chas. H, Parkhurst, ` 


Germany and Austria are now fight- 


ON EMIGRATING. 

ARIOUS newspaper correspondents suggest that the 

editors of the Fatherland should quit the United 
States and fight for Germany if they believe that Ger- 
many is in the right, The editors of the Fatherland are 
American citizens. They are against the Unholy Al- 
liance of Japan; Russia, England, France and the Amer- 
ican press, not because they are Germans, but because 
they are Americans. They are fighting for Germany 
with their pen, not because they owe allegiance to the 
Kaiser, but because they believe that any other course 
would be a base betrayal of their American citizenship. 


NEUTRALITY. 

N a fair fight it behooves the spectator to restrain his 
Own sympathies. But if foul blows are struck, his 
impartiality ceases, 1f six knights of the road attack 
two wayfarers, only a coward can remain an-impartial 
looker-on. If, in spite of their own superior number, 
they egg on a Moor and a Mongol to attack the white 
man, no one can remain “neutral” without moral par- 

ticipation in the dastardly crime. 


RUSSIAN VICTORIES, 

E stiould remember that the Russian "victories" 

reported in East Prussia emanate from the same 
soil that gave birth to the "villages" of Petemkim, af. 
fairs of card-board and fake, erected by that Russian 
minister to deceive his sovereign. * Most likely the Rus- 
sian successes will turn out to be of the imagination all 
compact like the early victories of the Belgians or the 
success of the French at Sedan in 1871. 
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The Russian Invasion 


T is very apparent to a shrewd observer why the 

Russians are having such an easy time invading 
Germany, and why the gallant little Servian army is 
wiping out 20,000 Austrians a day. The “all-lies,” as 
some irreverent wit insists on putting it—in other words, 
the French, Belgians and English—are getting gloriously 
beaten in the west, and the London press bureau is 
obliged to keep up the courage of the Anglophile press 
in New York by unsupported accounts of Russian vic- 
tories. 

That these victories are largely if not entirely ficti- 
tious, is apparent from a study of the topographical and 


other physical conditions which bulk in the way of an 
early successful campaign. 


Before Russia can move the twenty army corps of 
which we have heard so much across the border, she 
has first to complete the transportation of her troops, 
and to do this she must have the necessary railway facil- 
ities. The Russian army is lacking in such facilities and 
has but three double-track lines—the last loan advanced 
by France was specifically for the development of stra- 
tegic railways against Germany. 

In view of these restricted facilities, weeks will prob- 
ably elapse before the Russian forces are ready to cross 
into Germany. Whatever transpires in the meantime is 
a matter of subordinate interest. Even the capture of 
Gumbinnen and other towns, if true, fails to afford the 
Russian advance a desirable base. The whole territory 
to Künigsberg is open country. It is not until the Rus- 
sians, should it be part of the German plans not to ops 
pose them seriously, reach Künigsberg that we may ex- 
pect to hear reports of a vigorous German counter 
stroke, since the Germans have a complete army corps 
at Königsberg and Insterburg. Should the Russians pass 
Königsberg, they would soon find their further advance 
checked by a line of powerful forts consisting of Marien- 
burg, Marienwerder, Graudenz, Culm and Thorn. It is 
not likely that the Russians could break through this 
line, but would be detained, and thus give the Austrians 
a free hand for thoir campaign from Galicia into Russian 
Poland. 


Reliable data shows that the Russian army on a peace 
footing down to the year 1913, when the increase of the 
army created the first alarm, numbered 850,000 men. 
‘The reserves in that year were retained with their col- 
ors, which excited a great deal of apprehension, because 
this raised the army on a peace footing to one and a 
third million soldiers. Russia then had thirty-nine army 
corps, of which thirty were in Europe. The contem- 
plated formation of four additional corps was intended 
to increase the total strength to forty-one corps, with 
thirty-three of them in Europe. Of the three new Euro- 
pean corps, one was to have its center at Wilna with its 


The First Line of Defense 


ix^ fi =f 
Gulliver Among the Lilliputians, 
face toward Germany, one at Kiew and the third at 
Odessa, facing Eastern Galicia. 

The Russian army reforms have not been completed, 
a responsible writer informs us. A general mobilization 
was announced for October, though repeated mobi 
tions on the Austrian frontier compelled Austria to take 
corresporiding measures. 

This general mobilization was designed openly 
against Germany. Germany did not wait until the time 
set. The general mobilization firmly determined on was. 
war, When Germany requested Russia to cease mob- 
ilizing, it was in the interest of peace. Russia in refus- 
ing to do so precipitated the conflict. 

The “legions of the Czar” are said to be pouring 
over the German border. Berlin says not, and reports 
a decisive victory over her Eastem cnemy. 


ENGLISH PERFIDY PROVEN. 
Prepared Months in Advance for the Pending War. 

Now Admitted That British Fleet Was Mobilized 

Under False Pretenses and That Lord Kitchener 

“Saw the Belgians.” 

ITTLE by little the veil of hypocrisy behind which 
England has been hiding is being torn to shreds. 
It is now admitted that England prepared for the war 
months ago and that the British Admiralty assembled 
the entire British fleet in the North Sea on pretext of 
holding a grand review, preparatory to a concerted at- 
tack on Germany with France and Russia, This has 
been long believed and has even been openly alleged, 
but has alvays been strenuously denied. 

The London correspondent of the Evening Post, J. 
Ranken Towse, lets the cat out of the bag in a letter 
printed August 24, He writes: 

It is only now leaking out that preparations for war 
began three months ago. As I said in a previous letter, 
1 know that some Naval Reserve officers were then as- 
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John Bull; Never mind, dear France, As long as I hold 
‘the cables all your defeats will be “Strategic Moves.” 
Szabadsag. 


signed to their respective ships. 1 now am assured, on 
what | believe to be responsible authority, that Lord 
Kitchener went secretly to Belgium a few weeks ago to 
arrange with Belgian headquarters staff about the dispo- 
sition of our expeditionary force. 

In the course of his letter he continues his frank ad- 
missions of English perfidy as follows: 

One thing, however, is clear, and that is that the fleet 
was ready for action, and disposed according to the 
zstrategical plan of the Admiralty before Mr. Asquith fol- 
lowed his ultimatum to Germany with her declaration of 
war, 
Mr. Towse says that an Italian ambassador gave Eng- 
land the hint of impending trouble, which as Italy seems 
to have been an ally of both sides, is quite probable. So 
he writes: 

The report that the mobilization of the British fleet 
was accomplished then, secretly, under the pretence of 
a review before the King, is now accepted commonly as 
san established fact: The story that Winston Churchill, 
at Kitchener's instigation, ordered the mobilization with- 
out consulting his colleagues is also believed, but is, per- 
haps, less worthy of credence, 

This in conjunction with the fact that French officers 
scommanded at Liege and were all prepared for the war, 
and that Russia mobilized in disregard of Emperor Wil- 
?Hiam's appeal, proves conclusively that Germany only 
saved herself from being invaded by striking at the 
‘psychological moment. 

Once more “Perfidious Albion" stands revealed in all 
ther traditional dishonor. 


18 THE KAISER GLORY-MAD? 

T is well to call attention to a few facts which lie close 
to the surface in this titanic European upheaval and 
which should be especially Instructive to all military men. 
First, one hears on all sides in the United States that the 
German Kaiser is glory-hungry and that, in a mad desire 
to achieve a name like Frederick the Great or Napoleon, be 
has Dung bis great army in the face of Europe, Born in 
1859, he is now fifty-five years of age. A gray-baired 

grandfather does not seek military glory. 

The Kaiser has so well kept the peace of Europe during 
the twenty-six years of his reign that Mr. Carnegie only a 
few months ago presented to him a tribute as an expression 
of the admiration of peace lovers the world over for the 
magnificent work be had done to prevent war in Europe 
during his years of power. Now to say that he has plunged 
nations into war for a mere freak is to misjudge entirely 
those racial currents which for centuries, like some deeply 
hidden stream that undermines mountains and brings the 
loftiest peak level with the plain, have torn through all con- 
ventions and diplomatic agreements and made their way in 
blood to the aitainment of their ultimate object. There has 
been more than one occasion when the German Emperor, if 
he had been glory-mad, could have thrown his sword into 
the balance with far more chance of achieving success than 
at the present time, When the Russian Empire was in that 
fierce grapple with Japan, Wilhelm was ten years younger 
than he is to-day, and should have been more eager to 
achieve military fame than when only fifteen years away 
from threescore years and ten, which are supposed to round 
out the life of the average mortal. 

Again at the time of the Agadir incident in Africa a splen- 
did opportunity presented itself for creating a reason for 
going to war, but the Kaiser sat firm and the war clouds 
blew over, Why, then, should the conclusion be jumped at 
that the German Emperor has no other ambition now than 
to achieve glory? Emperors at his age, in the history of 
the world generally, have already established their reputa- 
tions and have been content to pass the remaining years of 
their reign in peace. 

Americans, not having been placed in an environment 
where they could feel the pressure of rival races, naturally 
form the opinion that the great military establishment of 
the German Emperor is responsible for this war, and they 
cannot understand how a thing that appears so small to 
them as the Austro-Servian imbroglio should result in this 
pan-European conflagration. This attitude on their part is 
due to their ignorance of conditions that have obtained in 
their own country. Only a few months ago the United 
States invaded territory of Mexico and seized her greatest 
port because a certain salute was not given to the Amer- 
ican flag. Doubtless the American people would haye been 
much aggrieved if Europe had mocked them for entering 
upon hostilities for such a trivial cause. 

We who watch over the Monroe Doctrine with nervous 
care are scarcely in a position to shout “militarism” at the 
Germans or Austrians when they risk the arbitrament of 
war for a principle of racial homogeneity that may have 
just as solid a basis in the needs of the people as has that 
Doctrine. One very important thing the American people 
should learn is that each continent, each people has issues 
peculiar to itself, and that it is not proper for a country 
thousands of miles away to evoke from the depths of its 
isolation a sneer or a criticism for people who may be just 
as faithfully living up to the necessities of their national 
existence as did the American people in 1861 when they pre- 
ferred to precipitate the greatest civil war in history rather 
than see part of their federation withdraw to form a sep- 
arate nation—Army and Navy Journal, 
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THE TRUCE OF THE BEAR 


By RUDYARD KIPLING. 

(Alfred Noyes, William Watson and Robert Bridges have defended England in driveling verse, England's 
one great poet, Kipling, has not been heard from. Perhaps the following poem which first appeared in 1808 
explains Mr. Kipling's silence, Evidently Mr. Kipling cannot approve oj an alliance with Russia, for Adam- 

zad means Russia and the old blind beggar is England.) 


EARLY, with tent and rifle, our careless white 
men go 
By the pass called Muttianee, to shoot in the vale below. 
Yearly by Muttianee he follows our white men in— 
Matun, the old blind beggar, bandaged from brow to 


chin. 
Eyeless, noseless and lipless—toothles, broken of 
speech, 
Seeking a dole at the doorway he mumbles his tale to 
each; 


‘Over and over the story, ending as he began: 

“Make ye no truce*with Adam-zad—the Bear that walks 
like a man! 

“There was a flint in my musket—pricked and primed 
was the pan, 

When I went hunting Adam-zad—the Bear that stands 
like a man. 

I looked my last on the timber, I looked my last on the 
snow, 

When I went hunting Adam-zad fifty Summers ago! 

“I knew his times and his season, as he knew mine, that 


fed 

By night in the ripened maizefield and robbed my house 
of brea 

I knew his strength and cunning, as he knew mine, that 
crept 

At dawn to the crowded goat-pens and plundered while I 
slept. 

“Up from his stony playground—down from his well- 
digged lair— 


Out of the naked ridges ran Adam-zad the Bear; 

Groaning, grunting and roaring, heavy with stolen meals, 

‘Two long marches to northward, and I was at his heels! 

“Two full marches to the northward, at the fall of the 
second night, 

I came on mine enemy Adam.zad all panting from his 
flight. 

There was charge in the musket—pricked and primed 
was the pan— 

My finger crooked on the trigger—when he reared up 
like a man. 

“Horrible, hairy, human, with paws like hands in prayer, 

Making hís supplication, rose Adam-zad the Bear! 

I looked at the swaying shoulders, at the paunch's swag 
and swing, 

And my heart was touched with pity for the monstrous, 
pleading thing. 

“Touched with pity and wonder, I did not fire then. . ~ 

1 have looked no more on women—I have walked no 
more with men. 


Nearer he tottered and nearer, with paws like hands that 
pray— 

From brow to jaw that steel-shod paw, it ripped my face 
away! 

“Sudden, silent, and savage, searing as flame the blow— 

Faceless I fell before his feet, fifty Summers ago. 

I heard him grunt and chuckle—I heard him pass to his 
den, 

He left me blind to the darkened years and fhe little 
mercy of men, 

“Now ye go down in the morning with guns of the newer 
style, 

That load (I have felt) in the middle and range (I have 
heard) a mile? 

Luck to the white man’s rifle, that shoots so fast and trae, 

But—pay, and I lift my bandage and show what the Bear 


can do!” 

(Flesh like slag in the furnace, knobbed and withered 
and gray— 

Matun, the old blind beggar, he gives good worth for his 
pay). 

"Rouse him at noon in the bushes, follow and press him 

-  hani— 

Not for his ragings and roarings flinch ye from Adam- 
zad. 

"But (pay, and 1 put back the bandage) this is the time 
to fear, 

When he stands up like a tired man, tottering near and 
near 

When he stands up as pleading, in wavering, man-brute 
guise, 

‘When he veils the hate and cunning of the little, swinish 
eyes; 


“When he shows as seeking quarter, with paws like 
hands in prayer, 

That is the time of peril—the time of the Truce of the 
Bear!” 

Eyeless, noseless and lipless, asking a dole at the door, 

Matun, the old blind beggar, he tells it o'er and o'er; 

Fumbling and feeling the rifles, warming his hands at 
the flame, 

Hearing our careless white men talk of the morrow's 
game; M 

Over and over the story, ending as he began; 

“There is no truce with Adam.zad, the Bear that looks 
like a man!” 

And after this the blind beggar made a truce with the 
Bear in Persia, and what the bear did there, he will try 
to do again in Turkey—if Germany does not stop him— 
but she will. 


THE BATTLE OF THE HEADLINES 


d is still mightier than the pen and all 


is t our way. This was to be expected. For the swor 
the world loves a victor. 


ia’ till vehemently 
But tter how victorious their arms will be, Germany's and Austria's cause is st it 
attacked by the ignorance and malice of a biased press. "To quote the "Milwaukee Free Press”: 


is war in an endeavor 
our exchanges since the beginning of thi 
ation in the terrible conflict that has been foreed up. 


With increasing astonishment we have gone through v 
to find a just and reasonably correct representation of Germany's position 
on her, and we have not found one! 


But this is not the worst of it. While the majority of newspapers show neither understanding nor 
Germany's position, a large number is openly and flagrantly hostile; and thelr misrepresentations, 


As it was during the Franco-German war, so it is toda! 


are openly manufacturing it. 


In the endeavors of the press to combat any tendency to the growth of rancor and bitterness this'side of the water, 


their first aim should be to purge their own opinions of prejudice and ignorance, to combat above all the Teuto 


appreciation for 
whether merely 


ignorant or palpably malicious, are such as to make the cultured man, whatever his extraction, stir with resentment, 


the creators of public opinion in this country, with 
few exceptions, are either quietly permitting a view prejudicial to Germany to filter through their editorial pages er 


n-phobia 


which, ever since the France-German war, has been a well-night inexplicable feature of so much American newspaper 


policy. 


To help in this purgation of public opinion our campaign of enlightenment has been launched, 
and launched successfully. The astounding increase in our circulation, bringing this issue of THE 
FATHERLAND to 65,000 copies, and the abundant editorial comment that the press is giving it, 


cate the bitter necessity of our publication. 


Of course, you have subscribed to THE FATHERLAND. Thanks, also, for the many 
whom you have enlisted for our cause. Unless you are already a contributor to the PRESS 
THE FATHERLAND, we are sure you will hood our call published on the editorial page. 


THE FATHERLAND is now distributed over the principal news-stands throughout the country. 
If your news dealer should not display it, urge him to communicate with our Circulation Department. 


He cannot afford to miss such a certain source of revenue. 


And here is another hint how you may help: Enclose the following slip with all your 
pondence—business and social. 


friends 


FUND of 


corres- 


Do you want to hear “the other side” 
| of the great European conflagration? 


self-preservation? 
Are you tired of spending your pennies for battles made by the headline artists? 


Then subscribe to 
THE FATHERLAND 
“LA weekly devoted to Fair-Play for Germany and Austria-Hungary. 


Do you want to see Fair-Play for Germany and Austria-Hungary in their struggle for 


It costs so little—and it will help you so much in getting the right perspective o* things. 


THE FATHERLAND is published at 715 Broadway, New York City. 
Subscription Rates: $2.00 a year, $1.00 for six months. 


and to German and Austrian Relief Funds. 
. MAKE ALL CHECKS PAYABLE TO THE FATHERLAND. 


,.. The services of the publishers, editors and contributors are rendered without remunera- 
tion. Out of any surplus, payments will be made from time to time to the Red Cross Society, 


Order it now. 


We will distribute any quantities of this little announcement free of charge. How many may 


THE PUBLICATION COMMITTEE OF THE FATHERLAND. 
Hayo Hans Hinrichs, Chairman and Secretary, 


we send you? 


G. 8. Viereck, Treasurer, 
F. Borgemeister 
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